


Article 8 Procedural motions and closing of debates

1 If a procedural motion is made, discussion on the main question
shall be suspended until a vote has been taken on the motion.

2 If a motion is made to close the discussion, it shall immediately 
be put to the vote without debate. If the motion is approved, 
permission to speak shall only be granted to those Members who
have asked to speak before the vote was taken.

3 The chair shall close the discussion unless the Congress decides 
otherwise by a simple majority of those voting.
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Article 9 Votes

1 Voting by secret ballot is prohibited.

2 Before each vote, the chair, or the person designated by him, shall
read the text of the proposal aloud and explain the voting procedure
(quorum) to the Congress. If an objection is raised, the Congress
shall decide immediately.

3 Votes may be taken by roll call if requested by at least 15 of the
Members present and entitled to vote.

4 No-one is compelled to vote.

5 As a rule, votes are taken by a show of hands (voting cards) or by
the use of electronic equipment.

6 Proposals shall be put to the vote in the order in which they are 
submitted. If there are more than two main proposals, they shall be
put to the vote in succession and the delegates may not vote for
more than one of the proposals.

7 Alterations to amendments shall be put to the vote before the 
amendments proper, and amendments before the main proposal.

8 Proposals without a vote against are regarded as having been
passed.

9 The chair shall check the results of the vote and announce it to the
Congress.

10 No-one is permitted to speak during the vote and until after the 
result has been announced.
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Article 10 Elections

1 Elections shall be carried out with ballot papers by secret ballot. The
Secretary General, assisted by the scrutineers, shall conduct the
distribution and counting of the ballot papers.  

2 The number of ballot papers that have been distributed shall be
announced by the chair before the count.

3 If the number of ballot papers returned is equal to or less than the
number of ballot papers distributed, the election shall be declared
valid. If the number returned exceeds that of the ballot papers 
distributed, the vote shall be declared null and void and another
vote shall be taken immediately.

4 The absolute majority shall be calculated on the basis of the 
number of valid ballot papers collected. Empty ballot papers or 
invalid votes are disregarded. If two or more votes are given in 
support of one candidate on one ballot paper, only one vote shall
be valid. 

5 The chair shall announce the result of each ballot.

6 The Secretary General shall put the ballot papers that have been 
collected and counted into envelopes intended for this purpose
and seal them immediately. The general secretariat shall keep these
envelopes and destroy them 100 days after the end of the Congress.
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Article 11 Enforcement

These Standing Orders of the Congress were adopted by the
Extraordinary Congress in Doha on 19 October 2003 and will come
into force on 1 January 2004.

Doha, 19 October 2003

FOR THE FIFA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President Secretary General
Joseph S. Blatter Jérôme Valcke
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